Norman Gwynne Chamberlain
Lieutenant, 1st Battalion, Grenadier Guards.

Norman Chamberlain was a member a well-known family: his uncle, Joseph, was a
renowned Lord Mayor of Birmingham before entering parliament and rising to high
office; Norman's cousin Neville was Prime Minister are the start of World War II.
Norman's own political career was in its infancy when he volunteered to serve in the
army, but he is still remembered in Birmingham where the Norman Chamberlain
Playing Fields are a lasting memorial to his work as a city councillor.
He made such an impression on his cousin Neville that the future Prime Minister's
only book was Norman Chamberlain: A Memoir. Throughout his own political career
Neville sought to continue Norman's social reform programme

Obituary (TImes, 16 Feb 1918)

Captain Norman Gwynne Chamberlain, Grenadier Guards, son of Mrs Alfred Cole, of West
Woodhay House, Newbury, and the late Mr Herbert Chamberlain, and nephew of the late
Mr Joseph Chamberlain, was born in 1884. He was educated at Mr Dunn’s preparatory
school at Ludgrove, whence he went to Eton, where he won a scholarship, which,
however, he did not take up. He was in Mr Impey’s House.
From Eton he went to Magdelen College, Oxford, where he gained a Demyship. Om
leaving Oxford he travelled abroad for a year, and, returning to England, stood for the
Unionist interest for the Camborne division, but was defeated.

He then went to Birmingham, and entering the City Council in 1909, became a prominent
member. He served on the Education Committee, in the work of which he took special
interest. He was chairman of the Committee which deals with the acquiring and
improving of open spaces in the city, and initiated in Birmingham the system of organized
games and play centres. The Birmingham Central Care Committee, the first of its kind in
the country, was originally formed on a scheme worked out by him in conjunction with Sir
Arthur Steel-Maitland, and proved so remarkable success that it has been largely followed
by other cities. His work among the street boys of Birmingham made him widely known,
and he was often consulted on boys’ welfare questions.

In September, 1914, he joined the Royal Warwickshire Regiment, and in December,
1914, exchanged into the Grenadier Guards, going shortly afterwards to the front,
where he served until December 1 last, when he was reported ‘missing’. After more
than two months he was found some way out in No Man’s Land, surrounded by 18
Grenadiers and 20 Germans, the Grenadiers having apparently been caught by
machine-guns after bayoneting the Germans. A brother officer writes:- "To me and to
all those who knew him he will ever be a deathless memory of magnificent courage
and steadfastness".
His death at the early age of 33 has cut short a life full of brilliant promise and
deprived the country of one whose powers of constructive statesmanship might well
have raised him to a high place among educational reformers.
www.westberkshirewarmemorials.org.uk/texts/stories/WBP00402S.php

Grenadier Guards
The Grenadier Guards (GREN GDS) is an infantry regiment of the British Army. It is the
most senior regiment of the Guards Division and, as such, is the most senior regiment of
infantry. It is not, however, the most senior regiment of the Army, this position being
attributed to the Life Guards. Although the Coldstream Guards were formed before the
Grenadier Guards, the regiment is ranked after the Grenadiers in seniority as, having been a
regiment of the New Model Army, the Coldstream Guards served the Crown for four fewer
years than the Grenadiers (the Grenadiers having formed as a Royalist regiment in exile in
1656 and the Coldstream Guards having sworn allegiance to the Crown upon
the Restoration in 1660).
The grouping of buttons on the tunic is a common way to distinguish among the regiments
of Foot Guards. Grenadier Guards' buttons are equally spaced and embossed with the Royal
Cypher reversed and interlaced surrounded by the Royal Garter bearing the royal
motto Honi soit qui mal y pense (May he be shamed who thinks badly of it). Their white belt
("Buff Belt") with brass clasps also carry the Royal Cypher. Modern Grenadier Guardsmen
wear a cap badge of a “grenade fired proper" with seventeen flames. This cap badge has to
be cleaned twice a day – once in the morning, and once in the afternoon. A tarnished
grenade is severely frowned upon and can be punished by disciplinary action within the
Regiment.

History
The Grenadier Guards trace their lineage back to 1656, when Lord Wentworth’s
Regiment was raised in Bruges, in the Spanish Netherlands (present-day Flanders),
from gentlemen of the Honourable Artillery Company by the then heir to the throne,
Prince Charles (later King Charles II) where it formed a part of exiled King's
bodyguard. A few years later, a similar regiment known as John Russell’s Regiment of
Guards was formed. In 1665, these two regiments were combined to form the 1st
Regiment of Foot Guards, consisting of 24 companies of men. Since then the Grenadier
Guards have served ten Kings and four Queens, including the current Queen Elizabeth
II. Throughout the 18th century, the regiment took part in a number of campaigns
including the War of Spanish Succession, the War of Austrian Succession and the Seven
Years’ War. At the end of the Napoleonic Wars, the regiment gained the name
"Grenadier" in July 1815 following a Royal Proclamation.

Illustration of a
Grenadier Guard,
1889

During the Victorian era, the regiment took part in the Crimean War, participating in
the fighting at the Alma river, Inkerman, and Sevastopol. For their involvement in the
Crimean War, four members of the 3rd Battalion received the Victoria
Cross. Following this they were involved in the fighting at Battle of Tel el-Kebir during
the Anglo-Egyptian War in 1882, and then the Mahdist War in Sudan, where its main
involvement came at the Battle of Omdurman. During the Second Boer War, the 2nd
and 3rd Battalions were deployed to South Africa where they took part in a number
of battles including the Battle of Modder River and the Battle of Belmont, as well as a
number of smaller actions. In 1900, 75 men from the regiment were used to raise a
fourth Guards regiment, known as the Irish Guards in honour of the role that Irish
regiments had played in the fighting in South Africa

First World War

Attack on Moyenneville. Men of the Grenadier Guards consolidating
the former German second line. Near Courcelles, France, 21 August
1918

At the outbreak of the First World War in August 1914, the regiment consisted of three
battalions. With the commencement of hostilities, the regiment raised a service
battalion, the 4th Battalion, and a reserve battalion, known as the 5th (Reserve)
Battalion, which was used to carry out ceremonial duties in London and Windsor
during the war. The 2nd Battalion of the regiment was sent to France in August, and
the 1st Battalion followed to Belgium in October. They took part in the early stages of
the fighting during the period known as “Race to the Sea”, during which time they
were involved significantly at the First Battle of Ypres. In February 1915, a fifth Guards
regiment was raised, known as The Welsh Guards. In recognition of the significant
contribution Welshmen had made to The Grenadier Guards, the regiment transferred
five officers and 634 other ranks to the newly formed unit. A short time later,
permission was received for the formation of the Guards Division, the brainchild
of Lord Kirchener, and on 18 August 1915, the division came into existence, consisting
of three brigades, each with four battalions. Following this the four service battalions
of the regiment fought in a number of significant battles including Loos, the
Somme, Cambrai, Arras and the Hindenburg Line. Seven members of the regiment
received the Victoria Cross during the war.

Sentry of The Grenadier Guards
outside Buckingham Palace
Following the Armstice with
Germany in November 1918, the
regiment returned to just three
battalions, which were used in a
variety of roles, serving at home
in the United Kingdom, as well
as in France, Turkey and Egypt.

Second World War
During the Second World War, the regiment was expanded to six service battalions, with the reraising of the 4th Battalion, and the establishment of the 5th and 6th Battalions. The Grenadier
Guards' first involvement in the war came in the early stages of the fighting when all three regular
battalions were sent to France in late 1939 as part of the British Expeditionary Force (BEF). The 1st
and 2nd Battalions were serving in the 7th Guards Brigade, which also included the 1st
Battalion, Coldstream Guards, and were part of the 3rd Infantry Division, led by Major General
Bernard Montgomery. The 3rd Battalion was in the 1st Guards Brigade attached to the 1st Infantry
Division, commanded by Major General Harold Alexander. As the BEF was pushed back by the
German blitzkrieg during the battles of France and Dunkirk, these battalions played a considerable
role in maintaining the British Army's reputation during the withdrawal phase of the campaign
before being themselves evacuated from Dunkirk. After this, they returned to the United Kingdom,
where they undertook defensive duties in anticipation of a possible German invasion. Between
October 1940 and October 1941, the regiment raised the 4th, 5th, and 6th Battalions. Later, in the
summer of 1941, there was a need to increase the number of armoured and motorised units in the
British Army and as a result many infantry battalions were converted into armoured regiments; the
2nd and 4th Battalions were re-equipped with tanks, while the 1st Battalion was motorised. The 1st
and 2nd (Armoured) Battalions were part of the 5thGuards Armoured Brigade, attached to
the Guards Armour Division, and the 4th Battalion was part of the 6th Guards Tank Brigade Group.
They subsequently served in the North West Europe Campaign of 1944–45, taking part in several
actions, including the Battle for Caen, particularly in Operation Goodwood, as well as Operation
Market Garden, the Battle of the Bulge and Operation Veritable.

The 3rd, 5th and 6th Battalions served in the North African Campaign and in the final stages of
the Tunisia Campaign, under command of the British First Army, where they fought significant battles in
the Medjez-el-Bab and along the Mareth Line. The battalions took part in the Italian
Campaign at Salerno, Monte Camino, Anzio, Monte Cassino, and along the Gothic Line. The 3rd
Battalion, still with the 1st Guards Brigade, was attached to the 78th Battleaxe Infantry Division for two
months in Tunisia until it was exchanged for the 38th (Irish) Brigade and became part of the 6th
Armoured Division, where it would remain for the rest of the war. The 5th Battalion was part of 24th
Guards Brigade and served with the 1st Division during the Battle of Anzio. After suffering devastating
casualties, the brigade was relieved in March 1944 . The 6th Battalion served with the 22nd Guards
Brigade, later re-designated 201st Guards Motor Brigade, until late 1944 when the battalion was
disbanded due to an acute shortage of Guards replacements. Throughout the course of the conflict, two
men of the regiment were awarded the Victoria Cross. They were Lance Corporal Harry Nicholls of the
3rd Battalion, during the Battle of Dunkirk, and Major William Sidney of the 5th Battalion during
the battle of Anzio in March 1944.
Universal Carriers of the 1st
Battalion, Grenadier Guards cross
'Euston Bridge' as they deploy
for Operation ‘Goodwood’, 18 July
1944.
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INSCRIPTION
A SOLDIER CITIZEN WHO SAW HIS DUTY &
FOLLOWED IT TO THE END

